INTERESTS AND PREJUDICES

in more or less effective measure act as the cue to release
the emotions. Thus, in the patriotism sentiment, any
member of a widespread apperception-mass (which includes
the flag, the ambassador, facts about my country's foreign
policy, and what not) may arouse patriotically directed
emotions. La a sentiment of a narrower and more personal
kind, such as may form round a favounte pipe, it is more
truly a single object which is the focus, and the sentiment
is almost wholly an organization of emotions alone. In
love for a person of the opposite sex, there is a wide set of
cues which may be active; but these are mainly objects
and places accidentally associated with the loved one, as
a dress, a book, a room, or the like.

When an apperception-mass is called into consciousness
as in the Herbartian lesson, the ideas which it is likely to
assimilate and accept are by no means those which find
logical affinity, which fit nicely into the intellectual struc-
ture, or which indicate obvious modifications and simplifi-
cations of that intellectual structure. In the case of the
pendulum lesson, where no sentiments are likely to be
involved, no prejudices toned with feeling likely to be
present, the acceptance of the new generalization does
mainly depend on its logical congruity with what is already
known, though even here the teacher's prestige will be
a force to be reckoned with. In the case of many new
ideas, however, it is far more the fact that their acceptance
depends on the sentiments than on logical suitability.
Take for example the ideas of evolution and natural selec-
tion referred to in the opening paragraph of this chapter,
and consider their reception by the minds of men of the
mid-nineteenth century when they were first introduced to
widespread notice. Their acceptance or rejection by an indi-
vidual depended far more upon feelings than upon facts.
Only if we extend the apperception-xnass to include all the
sentimental structure woven into and around it can we
follow the Herbartian doctrine. And if we do so, then
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